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Alterations

SECTION 408 AND PL84-99 PROGRAMS

 Section 408 for Federal Systems
 Levee Safety Compliance Review for Non-

Feds

Policy Documents:
 EC 1165-2-220 – Policy and Procedural 

Guidance for Processing Request to Alter 
USACE Civil Works Projects Pursuant to 33 
USC 408 – Sep 10, 2018

 Inspections
 PL 84-99 Eligibility
 System-Wide Improvement Framework 

(SWIF) Program

Policy Documents:
 Policy for Determining Eligibility Status of 

FRM Projects for the Rehabilitation 
Program Pursuant to Public Law (P.L.) 84-
99 – Mar 21, 2014

 Policy for Developing Implementation of 
SWIFs – Nov 29, 2011

Inspection of Completed Works (ICW) and
PL 84-99 Program
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• Alterations to federally constructed levee systems require review and permission under 33 
USC 408 (Section 408)

• Provides USACE authority to grant permission to alter a congressionally authorized USACE 
civil works project, if:

1. Does not impair usefulness of the project
2. Not injurious to the public interest
3. Legal and policy compliance

• Statement of No Objection required from 
Levee Districts must provide

• Engage USACE in the planning process

• Alterations w/o permission can affect eligibility

SECTION 408 PERMISSIONS



4

• Continuing Eligibility Inspections
 Site Visits – Situational / as needed
 Formal Inspections – Every 5 years

• Rated Items:
• Unwanted Vegetation Growth
• Sod Cover
• Encroachments
• Closure Structures
• Slope Stability
• Erosion
• Settlement
• Depressions/Rutting
• Cracking
• Animal Control
• Culverts
• Riprap and bank protection
• Revetment other than riprap
• Relief wells and Toe Drains
• Seepage

INSPECTION OF COMPLETED WORK (ICW)
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To be eligible, all items must be rated A, M, N/A or Yes

PL84-99 ELIGIBILITY
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• System-Wide Improvement Framework Program (SWIF)
 Nov 29, 2011 Policy

• When you have complex/costly repairs or 
rehabilitation needed for program compliance

SWIF
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• Non-Federal sponsors can request cursory reviews to ensure the safety of their levee systems

• USACE can provide technical support to Non-Federal Sponsors
 Review of O&M projects at no cost to the sponsor
 Conduct site visits to provide technical assistance and

recommendations to solve problems

• Compliance with Regulatory Programs

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
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• Participate in Inspections

• Maintenance Updates – Provide Semi-Annually

• Prepare for Potential Flood Events
 Pipe and Gate Inspection
 Erosions / Slides / Animal Burrows
 Drive the System

• Update USACE with current Points of Contact

• Guidance and Contact Information:
 https://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Missions/Emergency-Operations/

• Don’t hesitate to reach out to us!

MAJOR POINTS

https://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Missions/Emergency-Operations/
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Questions?

Chad Olney, P.E.
US Army Corps of Engineers
chad.a.olney@usace.army.mil
314-331-8568

mailto:chad.a.olney@usace.army.mil
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